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So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof), the rules were suspended and 
the bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid upon 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 4733, THE ENERGY AND 
WATER DEVELOPMENT APPRO-
PRIATIONS BILL 2001 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, from 
the Committee on Rules, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 106–701) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 532) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 4733) 
making appropriations for energy and 
water development for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2001, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

b 2340 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). As stated by the Chairman of 
the Committee on House Administra-
tion on Friday, June 23, 2000, the Clerk 
has informed the Committee on House 
Administration of a recent anomaly on 
a recorded vote. Representative ROY-
BAL-ALLARD was absent on rollcall 
number 305 on June 21, 2000 and was in 
possession of her voting card. The 
Clerk was made aware of the fact that 
she was recorded on that rollcall, but 
on no others on that day, but due to 
the lateness of the hour, could not get 
confirmation from her by the time the 
vote was made public that she was ab-

sent and in possession of her voting 
card. Since then, the Clerk has re-
ceived that confirmation. For that rea-
son and the statistical improbability of 
the recurrence of that anomaly, the 
Chair and the Chairman of the Com-
mittee on House Administration be-
lieve that it is proper to immediately 
correct the RECORD and the Journal. 

As stated in Volume 14, Section 32 of 
Deschler-Brown Precedents: 

Since the inception of the electronic sys-
tem, the Speaker has resisted attempts to 
permit corrections to the electronic tally 
after announcement of a vote. This policy is 
based upon the presumptive reliability of 
electronic device and upon the responsibility 
of each Member to correctly cast and verify 
his or her vote. 

Based upon the explanation received 
from the Chairman of the Committee 
on House Administration and from the 
Clerk, the Chair will continue to pre-
sume the reliability of the electronic 
device, so long as the Clerk is able to 
give that level of assurance which jus-
tifies a continuing presumption of its 
integrity. Without objection, the Chair 
will permit the immediate correction 
of the RECORD and Journal under the 
unique circumstances certified by the 
Clerk. 

There was no objection. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

GAS PRICE SPIKES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this 
evening I would like to expose the Re-
publicans’ attempt to make a cam-
paign issue out of the Nation’s gas 
price spike crisis and Democrats’ ef-
forts to solve this crisis and continue 
working to protect our long-term en-
ergy security. 

Higher gas prices should not be a par-
tisan issue, but the Republicans are 
making it into one. On the other hand, 
the Democrats are trying to come up 
with bipartisan solutions. For in-
stance, Democrats have called on com-
mittee chairmen holding hearings on 
this topic in the coming days to invite 
oil executives to testify so that these 
hearings are balanced. Democrats in-
sist on exploring why the oil companies 
are showing record profits and why, 
when an investigation was announced, 
prices dropped immediately. Yet, the 
Republican leadership instead is mak-
ing a sham of these hearings by using 
them as a forum to attack the Clinton- 
Gore administration. Moreover, the Re-
publicans also do not want to invite 
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